
GUIDE
CAREER

How do I like to make 
myself useful? 

Do I work best alone? 

Research, research, 
research 

Apply at university that 
offers the qualification 

Ask questions; read about 
your chosen industiy 

What are your options?

What do you want to 
study?

Watch Youtube 
documentaries about the 
sector/ profession 

Read the latest news 
about the sector/
profession 

Create a LinkedIn 
account and 
participate in free 
webinars for the 
sector/ profession

Commit to steps & 
timelines 

Type a Curriculum 
Vitae (CV) 

Prepare for 
interviews

Establish steps to 
achieve your goal

Identify obstacles

Set timelines

Who am I?
Identify  
career 
options

Research 
informtation

Develop an 
action plan

HIGH SCHOOL SUBJECTS

You may need some of the above listed matric subjects to be legible to study at tertiary institutions that offer these 
qualifications. Your marks will also have to be above average to be accepted by any of the institutions.

English
Mathematics 

(not math 
literacy) 

Economics  
and  

Accounting
GeographyPhysics

Achieve 
over 60% 

for at least 
4 of these 
subjects

(Subjects may differ from University to University)

A 4 STEP CAREER PLANNING PROCESS

MAKE PROPERTY YOUR CAREER OF CHOICE

What do I like 
learning about? 

How much do I need 
to earn? 



student graduated 
to date

94

of them are  
female

53%

are employed on 
completion of 

studies

83%

is absorbed by the 
industry

82%
pass rate

93%
bursaries granted

R27.6M

are employed outside  
of the industry

18%

Degree No. of students
Adv. Dip: Real Estate 1
B. Town and Regional Planning 3
B. Bus. Science in Management 1
Bachelor of Acc. Science 1
BCom Accounting and Tax 1
BCom Economics 1
BCom Finance 7
BCom Prop. Valuations and 
Management

8

BSc Architecture 1
BSc Construction Management 3
BSc Construction Studies 8
BSc Property Studies 34
BSc Quantity Surveying 13
BSc Real Estate 3
BSc Urban and Regional Planning 3
Diploma in Accountancy 1
MSc Building 2
ND in Real Estate 3
Grand Total 94

STATISTICS

NUMBER OF STUDENTS 
PER DEGREE



QUALIFICATIONS
& UNIVERSITIES

QUALIFICATIONS
*See overviews on following pages

UNIVERSITIES

BSc. Property 
Studies

BSc. 
Construction 

Studies

University of 
Pretoria

University of the 
Free State

BSc. Quantity 
Surveying

Bachelor of 
Architecture

BCom. Property 
Valuation and 
Management

Diploma in  
Real Estate

Postgraduate 
Diploma in 
Property 

Development 
and Management 

(PGDipPDM)

BSc Real Estate

Bachelor 
of Urban & 
Regional 
Planning

Masters in 
Building Science 

Bursary application forms are found on the below website; applications will  
automatically be disqualified for incomplete forms and qualifications not listed here.

Disclaimer: Submitting and applying for a bursary gives us consent to  
use your information in compliance with POPIA

Bursary & Career Specialist Email: bursaryfund@sapoa.org.za  
PO Box 78544 Sandton, 2146  |  Tel: (011) 883 0679   |  Website: www.sapoa.org.za



QUALIFICATION OVERVIEW

Quantity surveying is the science that delivers specialised financial and contractual 
services and advice to clients in the building and construction industry, as well as in related 

industries. The quantity surveyor is an independent and professional consultant who works 
with architects, consulting engineers, and the building contractor, in order to protect the interests 
of the client, while at the same time also looking after the interests of the contractor and 
subcontractors.

BSc. Quantity 
Surveying

Construction management is the field of study meant for the person who wishes to become 
part of the process of infrastructure development, especially the construction of buildings. The 
construction manager is a professional business person who acts as manager for undertakings in 
the building, construction and property industry as well as related support services.

BSc 
Construction 

Studies

Architecture entails the design of buildings and the spaces between those buildings. 
It is the art and science that is employed in order to create a liveable environment, thus 

contributing towards the spiritual and material prosperity of the country. Architects are often 
independent thinkers, individualists and innovators. Although they are employed by organisations 
involved with development, investment, research, marketing, the industry or even education, 
many architects prefer to be independent consultants and entrepreneurs.

Bachelor of 
Architecture

The programme involves learning the core fundamentals of property as well as the building 
blocks which enable students to provide solutions to real estate problems in forthcoming 

years. This include electives which prepares students to specialise in their chosen real estate 
pathways, including research reports that get published in leading international real estate journals. 
Students get to solve practical real estate problems affecting the South African real estate industry 
with real life scenarios in partnership with industry and present their findings to academic and 
industry bodies.

BSc. Property 
Studies

The programme is designed to develop participants practical and theoretical understanding of 
the essential aspects of Real Estate marketing and valuation.  
The graduate will be multiskilled and be able to offer property marketing, building practices and 
property valuation services.

Diploma in  
Real Estate



If a person is interested in understanding the interconnectedness between mankind, 
the environment and the economy then they should consider a career as an urban/
town and regional planner. Urban and regional planning is the orderly development of the 

spatial environment for the benefit of a society. Urban/Town and Regional Planners answer 
the following questions: How do we manage the current and future challenges of urbanisation? 
Do we have sufficient natural resources to manage the rapid population growth? Can we find 
sustainable solutions that will respond to challenges such as poverty, adequate healthcare, 
quality education, decent work and economic growth, the integration of society, climate 
change and responsible environmental management? A career in Urban/Town and Regional 
Planning acknowledges these challenges (and many more) and explores possible 
avenues of addressing these for the benefit of society.

Bachelor of 
Urban & Regional 

Planning

Real estate is the study of fixed property and related aspects such as property economics, 
development, management, valuation, financing, investment and marketing. Apart from a future 

in areas such as property investment, property finance and facilities and property management, 
further studies to obtain an Honours degree in real estate can lead to registration as a professional 
property valuer. Career opportunities encompass the whole spectrum of the property sector, whether 
as entrepreneurs in the private sector or as employees in the private, government or semi-
governmental sectors.

BSc Real Estate 

Qualification is designed to enable prospective students to obtain the academic preparation that 
would enable them to access property and facilities management careers. Facilities management is 
the coordination and harmonisation of various specialist disciplines to manage buildings and non-core 
services.

Postgraduate 
Diploma in Property 

Development 
and Management 

(PGDipPDM)

Qualification is aimed at prospective individuals that want to gain an in depth understanding in the 
real estate, commercial property, building technology and the economics thereof. The knowledge can 
be applied in the property development, entrepreneurial and financing areas within the property space 
but not limited to property opportunities.

Masters in Building 
Science 

The primary purpose of the BCom Honours (Property Valuation and Management) 
programme is to strengthen the applicants knowledge and comprehension in the disciplines 

of Property Valuation and Management. The programme is comprised of a broad-based 
curriculum to prepare the post-graduate student for a wide range of property valuation and 

management specialities. The curriculum includes seven topic areas ranging from advanced 
property management valuation, finance and investments, applied property law to property 
portfolio management. The programme emphasises application, analysis and evaluation 
within each topic area as well as the application of integrity and ethics in a professional 
environment (outsourcing); others do it themselves (inhouse management).

BCom. 
Property 

Valuation and 
Management

QUALIFICATION OVERVIEW


